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I am writing to report the action of the Committee on Qualifications of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society in regard to the application from the University of Louisville seeking authorization to 
shelter a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. 

After careful study of the several dozen applications that were received, the Committee has 
selected eight institutions for further study. I regret to say that the University of Louisville was 
not among those selected to go forward. Below I will attempt to characterize the Committee's 
sense of your application. 

The Committee has asked me to convey to you its interest in continued communication with 
Louisville in the future. The University has much to recommend it for a chapter of Phi Beta 
Kappa. However, the Committee hopes to learn of increasing faculty salaries, an improved 
graduation rate, and a strengthening of the role of foreign languages. Also, the overall place of 
the liberal arts and sciences in the institution's mission needs clarification. The Committee is 
curious about the "open enrollment" honors program, and about the apparent lack of a policy on 
freedom of inquiry. I would be happy to talk further with you about any of these matters. I urge 
you to ensure that any future application addresses them. 

I realize that this news is disappointing. But let me thank you and all those at the University of 
Louisville who have worked so hard on this project for your interest in Phi Beta Kappa and your 
devotion to education in the liberal arts and sciences. 

Sincerely, 
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I regret to convey the news that Phi Beta Kappa's Committee on Qualifications will not be carrying 
forward the application of the Phi Beta Kappa members at the University of Louisville for 
authorization to create a chapter. I am keenly aware of the hard work that has gone into the 
preparation of the materials in support of the application, and the Committee is grateful for the 
hospitality extended to its visiting team this past year. But I am afraid that the news this round must 
be disappointing. 

It is important for me to convey the Committee's sense that the University of Louisville is in many 
ways an institution on the cusp of readiness for a Phi Beta Kappa chapter. The visiting team reports a 
very strong student population, with many in the prospective pool of eligibility for election to 
membership. The faculty are productive, and many of them are doing interesting research with 
students. The Honors College struck the team as very impressive. Student papers were of very high 
quality. There are good numbers of winners of prestigious awa,-ds such as Fulbrights, and a recent 
Rhodes Scholar. The University seems to be on top of assessmeht issues, and the Learning Center 
appears to be a valuable resource for professional development. 

The campus facilities struck the team as excellent. I should also say that while the team was 
concerned that it would find that evidence confirming initial worries about gender equity in salaries, 
further study suggests that there is not a significant issue. Faculty governance seems very good. 
There is representation of part-time faculty in the Faculty Senate, and recent improvement in the 
extension of health care to part-time faculty. It should also be mentioned that the Committee 
considered carefully the question whether the possibilities for revenue generation through on-line 
courses provided problematic incentives for structuring departmental offerings. While this concern 
struck the Committee as one among the symptoms of strained financial circumstances, it did not 
loom large in the decision. 






